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' Fgned at Verſailles on the 26th of September, 


SPE KE C H. 


| or THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


W 11 L LI AM PI 17 T. 


Tray of Navigntion and Commerce 
" which. has deen concluded between his 
Majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian King, and 


1786, 1 have had the honour, ſome time ago, 
to lay before this Houle, in conſequence of his 
Majeſty's pleaſure, fignified for that purpoſe in 
his moſt gracious ſpecch from the throne, at the 
opening of this Seſſion of Parliament; and L 
have now the honour to ſubmit that Treaty to the 
ecnfderation and diſcuſion of this Committee. 
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The. conſiderable Jengih of time which this 
Treaty has been under the examination of the 
Public, and of the Members of this Houſe, muſt 
have enabled people to form an opinion with 
rr. and it would 
not be ſurpriſing, that on fuch a ſubject various 
opinions ſhould be entertained. It has not, 
however, appeared that any great difference 
of opinion is entertained by the people at large, 
or by the individuals in this Houſe with re- 
| gard to this ſubject. It has indeed been al- 
 ledged by teme withour theſe falls, and Þſo 


by forne getelemen in their places is this Houle, 


moſt novelty, magnitude, and importance: 

has been reread" ſincere the whale 
of the commercial and political ſyſtem of this 
kingdom ; and accuſed of introducing plans of 
policy founded on raſh ſpeculations, which may 
be attended with the ' moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtructive conſequences to the commerce, the 
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1 are + ahve vide 
to this Treaty, and from whatever channel they 
may be brought forward, they certainly deſerve 
due attention and regard; and as far as theſe 
opinions are founded on, argument and reaſon, 
they merit to be fairly conſidered and diſcuſſed, 
| and to have every weight to which they may 

he found juſtly intitled. But when opinions are 
held forth, containing fears and appprehenſions 
of danger, without any arguments to ſupport 
them, if they are not to be rejected altogether, 
yet they certainly ought not to impede delibera-. | 
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In a5 fi 28 theſe e n 0 this 
Treaty militates againſt many ancient preju - 
dices, and many ancient laws, and in as far as 
to the wealth, the induſtry, the praſpexity of 
this kingdom, I do not mean to contraxvert them. 
| A2 I am 
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I am ready to admit, that in a very great de- 
gree all the ſources from whence this kingdom 
jects their ſubſiſtence and their wealth, muſt be 
aſſected by it. I am perſuaded that our power 
and greatneſs will be extended and increaſed, 
and new ſources of opulence laid open to the in- 
duſtry, activity, and exertion of this country, 
which will raiſe both individuals and the nation 
to a very high degree of proſperity, ſuch as wo 
have not hitherto known. But I alſo admit, that 
examination; and I do ſay, that it is the duty of 
this Committee, and that they are bound not to 
come to any reſolution, without they are con- 
vinced that it is. a meaſure accompanied with 
ſafety, and likely to be of benefit to this 


| But I muſt alſo infit, that if it be true, that 
this meaſure contains in it every thing which 
ean be of uſe to the manufacturers of this na- 

how. 
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tion, and which muſt be of importance to them 
all; and if it be true, that it has been publiſhed 
above four months, and no objection has been 
found to it; if upon appealing to Members 
from every part of the country, who have had it 
in their power to be informed of the opinions 
of their Conftituents reliting to it, they have 


received no inſtruftions to oppoſe this meaſure, 


no repreſentations of its dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive conſequences, it certainly is not from the 
people of this country that we are to look for 
arguments to oppoſe this meaſure : I fay, that in 
this ſtate we muſt examine and diſcuſs the 
Treaty itſelf in this Committee; and if any 
arguments ſhall be found why it ſhould not 
have its full force, they are to be found, and 
found only within this Houſe. — 


In this tate, wad is chefs circumſtances, we 
come to this Committee with the addition of 
this only, of a petition ſigned by certain reſpe&- 
able gentlemen concerned in the manufactutes 

Y 
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of this country, who ſtate no reaſon for being 
averſe to the Treaty, no arguments for difap- 
proving of it; but deſire further time to make 
up their minds upon the ſubject. The opi- 
nions, even the doubts and the fears of any 
reſpectable body of the manufacturers of this 
country deſerve every attention. But if it 
ſhould happen that there has been every call to 
excite diſcuſſion, every means of information pre- 
ſented to them, and at the end of betwixt four and 
five months you do not learn from any petition | 
from any part of the country; you do not hear 
from 28 * 4 
2 to 
be benefited : and you hear, on the other hand, 
from certain manufacturers, that they did not 
know the flipulations of the Treaty, and that 
they do not defire delay for any reafon, but be- 
cauſe they cannot make up their minds on the 
ſubject; as far as we can fee any reaſons on 


which their petition is founded, by reſorting 
ro 
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of it. For this purpoſe, therefore, 1 man 
in the courſe of this diſcuſſion beg leave to 
real à paper which is repreſented as the foun- 
can be ſuggeſted ſome ground for resſonable 
and material doubt, however laudable their 
motives, and 1 am far from ſappoſing 'that 
| their motives are other chan an anxious de- 
fire for the intereſt vf the coutitty, however 
„ 8 their . 'their # 
an to ebme * | 


they ſhall nos Judge expedient. Au I muſt == 


ficial: to the manufacturers ——— 

the more ſpeedily we come Ps decifi 

ſelves of the advantages which it holds forth to 
=, 
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them; and it is our duty to grant them what- 
ever advantages may reſult from it, by as ſpeedy 
a determination as may be conſiſtent with pru- 


| We have therefore this- petition; ſuch as I 
have deſcribed it, praying only delay; we have 
on the other hand the approving filenee of all 
che manufacturers of this coutary. | 


| Another tranſalion has been ſtated by 
an Honourable Gentleman,* and is likely 
to be frequently alluded to in the courſe of 
the evening. I have no objeftion it ſhould 
be mentioned, as of all other arguments it makes 
from the filence of the manufacturers on the 
preſent occaſion. And certainly the Honour- 
able Gentleman did not allude to it without 
| Knowing that it proves, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
. are alivetoevery thing relating toits commerce 


* Mr. Sheridan. 
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and its manufactures. Does the Honourable 
Gentleman think, that they are inattentive to 
the regulations eſtabliſhed by this meaſure ?— 
Does the Honourable Gentleman imagine, or can 
any man be perſuaded, that were the intereſt of 
the woollens of Yorkſhire, the intereſt of the cot- 
and hard- ware of Birmingham or Sheffield, the 
intereſt of gauzes, a manufacture of much con- 
ſequence to the inhabitants of another part of 
the kingdom, or were the intereſt of any other 
manufacture, not only likely to be injured, but 
even in hazard of not being benefited, that the 
perſons who are concerned in thoſe different 
branches would not have ſtepped forth, and 
objefted to the Treaty? They have already 
been convinced, that this Houſe is not very un- 
willing to hear what they ſay, or inattentive to 
what they hear. If after all, in the courſe of the 
next week, or the next month, they ſhould come 
forward with their objections, I do not fay they 
ought not be attended to: I mean to be under- 
ſtood, that at all times proper weight ſhould be 
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given to their opinions. But when no oppoſition 
to this meaſure appears, I do not think that we 
are bound to wait upon a preſumption on which 
we have no room to argue from any thing now 
before us: And as we are not furniſhed with 
their ſentiments and opinions on the ſubje&, it 
itſelf proceed to decifion by irs own judgment. 


1 do conſider this filence as a decifive proof, 
tat at leaſt no great and palpable, no alarming 
and glaring danger attends ir. It is ſtrong and 
prefuinptive evidence, that this Treaty, which 
embraces ſo great a variety of objects, and has not 
produced any ſolid objection, muſt be attended 
with ſecurity to thoſe who will moſt immediately 


And further, I am ſpeaking in the preſence of 
many gentlemen, who know that there are in all 


the different parts of this country, thoſe who 
feel upon this occaſion, not merely ſecurity, but 
* 


5 
ſatisfaction, many who look at it with ſanguine 
and great expectation of availing themſelves of 
the advantages it holds out to them —— 
Whether we liſten or not to the prayer of 


the petition, let us ſeek for information where it 


is now only to be found, and that is in this Com- 
mittee. Let us not deem any information too late; 
but let us not think that deliberation on thoſe 
lights we now have, is wrong or precipitate. | 


So much it is neceſſary to ſay, to premiſe the 
propoſitions I have to make to you. Much as I 
with to pay attention to the manufacturers, I 
do not think, conſidering the length of time 
they have had this Treaty in their poſſeſſion, that 
in order to form our judgment with regard to 
this meaſure, it is at all neceffary now to 
Treaty is not founded on any laboured reafoning, 
on any peculiar political acumen, or minute and 
complex inveſtigation ; but upon plain, ſimple, 
apparent 
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apparent reaſons ; upon obvious and natural 
facts. The merits of it are eaſily explained, 
and eafily comprehended ; and with regard to 
which every Member may be able to decide, 
with ſatisfaction to himſelf, and ſafety to his 
conſtituents. My chief object will be to lay it 
before you, as briefly and as free from tedious 
diſcuſſion as the nature of it will admit, and to 
bring the leading features into one point of view 
— TELE 


I do not mean to trouble the Commintee this 
night with a general motion. I do not mean to 
preſs any decided reſolution. But I wiſh tg 
trouble the Committee, by laying before them, 
thoſe ſteps which Parliament will have to take, 
to carry this Treaty into execytion ; and mov- 


| ing certain reſolutions leading to that object, 


CW 
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diſplaying this in a conciſe manner, render the 
diſcuſſion leſs complex, and preclude the neceſ- 
lity of going over each article ü 


The leading „* 
fixth, ſeventh, and eleventh Articles of the 


Treaty; and the general reſult will be that 
arifing from the tendency of the whole Treaty, 
conſidered as one ſyſtem. | 


\ Firſt, That all manufactures and merchan- 
dize, the growth and produce of France, will 
be upon the fame footing as that of the moſt 
favoured nation, except with regard to the 
Treaty ſubſiſting between this country and 
Portugal. 


Secondly, That whatever diminution of du- 
ties on any articles from other nations, or what · 
ever advantages we may think proper to give to 
any particula r goods and merchandize, the ſame 
ſhall be extended to the ſubjects of France. 


Thirdly, 


CW 


Thirdly, As to ſome particulars of more 
importance, they are not to be left to the ge- 
neral regulation, but will be burdened by thoſe 
an bs the tariff, contained in the 
ſixth Article. | 


1 ſhall therefore take the whole commercial 
arrangement as one ſyſtem, a 
ſuch its effect. | 


Finsr, On the different articles of manu- 
factures to which it relates, and which form the 
— A ANY country. 


| Saconvuy, 1 ſhall confder es n upon 
„% 


Tambu v, I ſhall conſider what weight is 
due to thoſe objections upon which the greateſt 
ſtteſs has been laid; the influence of the Treaty - 
upon the yoLITICS of this Kingdom. 
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I ſhall then conclude with ſimply moving a 
reſolution with regard to that part of the agree- 
ment with France, which is left unprovided 
for by the Treaty, relating to thoſe articles of 
growth, produce, and manufacture, not men- 
tioned in the ſixth Article, and which are to be 
imported into this kingdom, on payment of du- 
ties as low as any which are paid on the impor- 
tation of the like articles from any other Euro- 


In taking a view of the general tendency of 
this meaſure, it is natural in the firſt inſtance 
to inquire, whether it alters our commercial ſi- 
tuation with regard to other countries? Whether, 
when it opens new channels of intercourſe with 
France, it does not preclude any of thoſe to which 
this country has been in the habits of reſorting ? 


Tothis an anfwer is eaſily to be returned—That 
the Treaty places France only on the ſame foot- 
ing with other nations, reſerving every right to 

| | maintain 
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maintain thoſe particular privileges of communi- 
cation and commerce, which exiſted by ſpecial 
Treaty between this country and the only other 
country with which any excluſive intercourſe 
was maintained. 


I fay, it leaves room for carrying into full effect 
the Methuen Treaty with Portugal, which has 
for many years been adhered to on her part very 
imperfectly, provided however that ſhe ſhall 
perform thoſe engagements it 1s her duty to 
fulfil, and our rightto demand, (and I have reaſon 
to hope that ſhe will ſee her intereſt ſufficiently, to 
accede to the very reaſonable propoſitions we have 
made to her ;) but if ſhe ſhould not, the Treaty 
muſt be at an end, and Portugal be placed on the 
ſame footing with other nations, and on the fame 
with that on which this Treaty will place France. 
In conſidering therefore the effect of the preſent 
Treaty, we muſt inquire whatare the articles on 
which we ſhould be apt to gain or loſe by our 
commerce with France ; or whether upon the 
whole, the contract is made on ſuch terms of 

Cc reciprocity 
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reciprocity and mutual convenience, as are not 
dangerous to the intereſts of this country. 


believe it is a fact that will not be denied, 
That in many of the greateſt and moſt leading 
manufactures calculated for general conſump- 
tion, the ſituation of this country is more flou- 
riſhing than any country of Europe. There are 
many in which our actual ſuperiority is confeſſed. 
In all of which it is clear and obvious, that at 
preſent the advantage will be on the fide of this 
country, and that France cannot pretend to hold 
any competition with us in theſe leading articles. 
On the other hand, France poſſeſſes certain ad- 
vantages entirely independent of manufactures, 


and which ſhe owes to her foil and her climate: 


certain privileges, if I may call them ſo, which 
ſhe derives from the bounty of nature, and with 
regard to which we pretend not to hold any 
competition with her. 
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The queſtion is then, whether upon the whole, 
there is a balance on our fide, ariſing from the 
ſuperiority of our manufactures over theirs, 
placed in oppoſition to the advantages they re- 
ceive from thoſe articles of natural production? 
I wiſh to meet the queſtion fairly. There are 
more articles in France in which we cannot com- 
pete with them, than there are in this country in 
which they cannot compete with us. In wines, 
vinegar, and oil, we cannot pretend to form with 
them the ſmalleſt competition; articles which 
have become ſo neceſſary to the luxury of this 
country as not to be diſpenſed with. 


The firſt queſtion with regard to this, is, whe- 
ther a Treaty upon theſe principles could be ne- 
gociated, fo as to admit the produce of France 
under the competition mentioned, without injur- 
ing effentially the intereſts of this country? 
What is the real ſtate of this matter > What are 
the articles we are likely to export to that coun- 
try? What ſort of advantages will attend ſuch 

"0 8 exportation? 
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exportation Whether we can ſend our manu- 
factures to France, ſo as to contend with thoſe of 
that country in her market? Whether we are 
able to ſend our cotton manufactures to any 
amount, fo as to be able to contend with thoſe of 
France? Whether the ſame principle alſo will 
hold with regard to woollens? As to both of theſe 
manufactures, it is a fact, that they do now make 
| their way to the French market through different 
channels, loaded as they are with overcharged 
import duties and high commiſſions to various 
people; and that they do in the French marker 
hold by their intrinſic ſuperiority, a ſucceſsful | 
competition under all theſe diſadvantages. In 
hard- ware alſo, and manufactures of iron and ſteel 


that we are not likely to multiply in an infinite 
proportion, what has thus forced its way under 
many diſadvantages, burdens, and prohibitions. 
The riſk attending every ſpecies of contraband 
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trade is well known, and the price according to 
that riſk muſt be ſo much the more increaſed ; 
and if even then, theſe different branches of 
manufactures make good their competition with 
France, what muſt they do when all theſe dif- 
ficulties are taken away ? 


There is no man who has inquired into this 
buſineſs, but does know, that we have not to look 
to reaſoning, in order to determine to what this 
new ſyſtem may give occaſion. The experiment 
have had the opportunity of a competition with 
the manufacturers of France; and this queſtion 
only remains to be decided, whether they are to 
petition of France at once, or to have that com- 
petition under all the uncertainty and riſk attend- 
ant on clandeſtine and indirect trafhc, which muſt 
of neceſſity cramp and reſtrain every object of 
commerce, which the vender is under the neceſſi- 
of 


(0 
of carrying to a market under ſuch diſadvan- 
tages? 


And is there a man in this Houſe, is there 
a manufacturer in this kingdom, that doubts 
that there is an evident pre- eminence in this 
country with regard to theſe manufactures ? 
And if they are attended with a further ſuperiority 
in this, that theſe articles are neither of parti- 
al, injurious, or tranſient conſumption, will he tell 
me, that a market of ſo many millions of people, a 
market near our own, of expeditious and punc- 
tual return, is that in which our competition is 
not to be attended with a neceſſary ad vantage 
If we know that the ſure pledge of our ſafety 
and proſperity depends upon the flouriſhing 
ſtate of our manufactures, and the extent of our 
markets, are we not to give a liberal equivalent 
great, 


for whatever can ſecure a valuable, 


and extenſive vent for the leading and princi- 
pal articles which employ the ingenuity 
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and induſtry of our people? But when 
that nation opens its arms, upon moderate, 
upon equal, upon tempting terms, are we to 
_ refuſe the invitation? It is an object fo clear, 


ſo manifeſt, ſo uſeful, that it would be a waſte 
of time, and an affront to your underſtandings, 
to endeavour longer to explain it. What have 
we given that is detrimental to ourſelves ? 
Have we given that which has brought into 
danger any other intereſt? We have agreed 
to take upon duties very high, the productions 
of that country which the luxury of this has 
made neceſſary. We take the wines of France, 
one of the greateſt and moſt important articles 
we have from that country, burdened with a 
duty not ſo heavy as formerly, but ſtill very 
high, conſidering it as a ſubje& of merchandize 
and revenue; and we do this, reſerving to our- 
ſelves a power of giving all the advantages we 
have agreed to give to an ancient ally. 


" WJ 


Theſe advantages muſt be ſecured indeed by 
lowering the duties on the wines we have from 
Portugal; but we have every reaſon to believe, 
that the conſumption will be ſo much greater, 
that it will make up for the propoſed di- 
minution. Theſe wines will ſupplant only a 
pernicious manufacture in this country, inju- 
rious to the health of the community. It is 
not poſſible however to ſpeak with regard to 
the operation of this regulation, with all the 
certainty one could wiſh ; but it is a fact, that 
the conſumption of this country in the article 
of wines is beyond the legal importation, to an 
aſtoniſhing amount. The regulation which took 
place by the Act of laſt Seffion, has diſcovered 
the extent of this, and will put an end, for 
the future, to thoſe poiſonous home-made wines. 


It has been found in the months of July and 
Auguſt laſt, months that are reckoned 1 by thoſe 
who deal in wines very unfavourable to the 
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conſumption of theſe articles, and a ſeaſon at 
which they are not removed without riſk of being 
injured in their quality, that the conſumption 
has been ſo conſiderable, that, provided the con- 
ſumption of the whole year ſhould bear its due 
proportion to that of thoſe two months, the 
whole quantity conſumed within the year will 
amoant to 2 5,000 tons, which exceeds the legal 
importation of former years by 10,000 tons and 
upwards. 


This is enough to fatisfy us, that there will 
be a great and material alteration in this mat- 
ter, and that by lowering the duties on French 
wines, we are giving nothing to that country 
that is likely to be detrimental to our own in- 
rereſts at home, or likely to interfere with our 
intereſts abroad. 


The next article of greateſt conſequence re- 
lates to the lowering the duties or: brandies : 
and it will appear, with regard to this, that 

- D while 
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while we are granting to France what was only a 
juſt and a fair boon, we are acting upon the 
beſt policy, with regard to the intereſts of our 


own revenue. 


Thoſe who object to this meaſure do not 
know the immenſe extent to which the ſmug- 
gling of this article is carried, by illegal im- 
| porrations into this kingdom. The only ef- 
fectual mode of preventing it, is by reducing 
the duties. It is now three years ſince J pro- 
poſed the lowering the duties on rum. The 
diminution of the duties on brandies, with the 
reduction of thoſe on other ſpirits, in 1784, was 
not propoſed, but I did intend to do fo before 
L entered upon this Treaty; and the Houſe is 
only taking this as a condition for receiving 
other advantages, which it would have becn 
prudent to adopt without any fuch condition. 
And I believe, I thall make it appear that we 
ought to reduce the duties upon brandy ſtill 
lower than we have bargained for by the 
Treaty, 
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The great and important queſtion is, how 
this is to be done fo as to guard againſt the 


abuſes of the ſmuggler, and to prevent ſpirits 
from becoming too cheap, which objects I ſhall 
hold conſtantly in view, whenever I come to 


ſtate any thing upon that ſubject for your con- 


fideration ? To fuch an enormous height has 
the practice of illicit trade arrived in this arti- 


cle, that, after having taken all the pains in my 


power to compute its actual amount, I find, 
that upon an average the legal importation 


that there is the greateſt probability for be- 


lieving, that the quantity ſmuggled amounts to 


above three or four millions of gallons. 


It is certain that any diminution upon the 
duties on ſpirits muſt be attended with an in- 
| creaſe of market to the fair trader: and that 
conſequently, although it might be a difficult 
point to diſcover thoſe duties which would drive 
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the ſmuggler out of the market, yet exery 
diminution has partially that effect. When, in 
ſpite of prohibitions, when, in ſpite of all the riſk 
attending on the illicit practices of the ſmuggler, 
he keeps poſſeſſion of a greater market than the 
fair trader poſſeſſes by your laws, what are you 
about to doꝰ Why, you are going to ſuppoit the 
fair trader, to take profit out of the pocket 
of che ſmuggler, and convert it into a ſource cf 


teen. 


Il flatter myſelf, I have faid enough to con- 

vince this Houſe, that I have not done any 
thing to riſk the intereſt of the revenue, or of 
the country, with reſpect to theſe articles. 


With regard to vincgar and oil, they are mat- 
ters of very little importance, articies which 
we do not produce ourſelves, and of which we re- 
ceive little from any other country. The duties 
on the former have been lowered from fixty-ſeven 

pounds 
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pounds to thirty-two, which bears a propor- 
tion to the diminiſhed duty upon the wines : 
the latter is placed IT TOE UE 
from other nations. 


There are alſo ſome articles of manufacture, 
in which it is not pretended that we have a 
competition with France, particularly cambric ; 
the conſumption of which is very general in 
this kingdom, and known to you all, although its | 
importation is confined to a very few. The fraug- 
gling of this article is much greater than will be 
eafily imagined; and the admiſſion of it, although 
upon very moderate duties, will not injure any 
manufacture in this country, and will, by making 
the importation come into the hands of the fair 
trader, prove no contemptible ſource of re- 
venue. | | 


Linens are another ſubject. The ſtipulation is, 
that they are to come into either country on the 
wa 1 
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fame terms as from Hollend er Flanders. Linen 


is in this country no very conſiderable manu- 
facture, and the French, who are much inferior 
to Holland in that article, will not be able to 
interfere with the Iriſh, who are poſſeſſed of our 
market. And with regard to the importation 
from Ireland into France, Ireland will undoubt- 
edly have the benefit of a direct conveyanceof her 
linens on the fame terms with Holland, inſtead 
of ſending them, as hitherto, through Dunkirk, 
I have reaſon to believe that the people of Ire- 

land do not apprehend much miſchief from this 
ſpecies of importation : and if they had felt any 
alarm on the ſubject, it is evident they would not 
„ e e eee 
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The next article of oY particularly 
plate glaſs, is, I imagine, fuperior in France to 
what it is in this country. Burt I believe, in 
tion, 
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tion, we are more likely to obtain the greateſt 
market. | 


In the article of ſadlery, our ſuperiority is 
open and confeſſed, beyond all competition. 


There is another article, the article of mil- 

linery, in which it is to be conſidered that we 
muſt divide the market with France, and in 
which they will have a part of the competi- 
tion. It is not to be ſuppoſed that any regulation 
is meant to bear hard upon any part of the com- 
munity, eſpecially that which is formed by nature 
to excite particular ſenſibility and 


But if gentlemen will look more into this, they 


will eafily fee that there is no danger of this 
article coming in any conſiderable quantity into 
this country, as nothing can be imported under 
the twelve per cent. duty on this fabric, and if 
mixed with lace or ribbons, they are abſolutely 
prohibited. 


I have 
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I have now gone through moſt of the articles 
of manufacture which will be affected by the 
Treaty; and it appears, that in all the great 
and leading articles this country has the deci- 
five ſuperiority. I have admitted, that in ſome 
articles of manufacture, they are able to hold 
competition with us; but they are far from 
being of equal, or nearly equal importance. 
And there are ſeveral others of our manufac- 
tures which I have not mentioned, that are 
likely to come into very common uſe, and in 
which we excel France and all other nations. 
The articles, for inſtance, of pottery and earth- 
en ware, the beauty and variety of which 
manufactures in this country, place them far 
beyond any competition of the manufacturers of 


France. 


Have we not every reaſon to be perſuaded, 
that great and beneficial confequences muſt at- 
tend this ealarged extenſion of our market? 
Can we entertain a doubt, that all theſe great 


and 


w 


of France, under the preſent Treaty. 
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and leading manufactures, which are of moſt 
advantage to this country, which are in a great 
degree the ſource of our proſperity and our 
power, will be effentially benefited? And 
what are the arguments by which theſe aſſer- 
tjons are combared ? 


With reſpect to the great and leading articles 
it is ſaid, that, although we potleſs the ſuperi- 
ority at preſent, France will ſoon be in a ſtate to 
hold a ſucceſsful competition with us, to drive 
us out of her market, and take alſo poſſeſſion of 
ours. Upon what facts, or reaſoning, is this ap- 
prehenſion founded? We are told, that the ma- 
nufacturers were afraid of a competition with 
Ireland, and that their fears in regard to that king- 
dom are much more firong}y juſtificd in the caſe 


| How is this made to appear ? Why, if the ma- 
nufacturers are afraid, do they not ſtep forward, 
and declare their fears, withthe grounds on which 


E they 
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they are founded? Does not their general 
filence with regard to this meaſure, prove that 
they have confidence in it ? I know no one tranſ. 
action which goes more to prove this confidence, 
than the objections made by them to the inter · 
courſe with Ireland; which ſhewed them to h 
attentive to every thing relating to the arrange 
ment of the commercial intereſts of the country. 


And although I am far from aſſerting, that 
their alarms 1 . to Ireland were well 
ppm pd . 
they apprehended any danger from the preſent 
meaſure, they would have been ready to declare 
it. And 1 am indeed well perfuaded, that the ge- 
neral opinion of the manufacturers of this coun- 
try is decidedly in favour of the Treaty. Is it 
poſſible that on a ſubject ſo intereſting they can 
entertain other ſentiments, and not have made 
them publicly appear, after a period of be- 
tween four and five months, and not even to 
have 


= 

have inſtructed their Repreſentatives to enter 
their proteſts againſt ſuch a meaſure, upon their 
firſt making their appearance in Parliament ? 
more force, if gentlemen cannot ſtand up in 
their places in this Committee, and declare the 
| ſentiments and inſtructions of their Conſtituents, 
* 


ini e 6 
Gentleman, * whether the ſpirit of this Treaty 
is to be ſo far complied with, as to lead to any 
new arrangement with Ireland? I do not ſee 
that this Treaty lays us under any particular 
obligation to renew the offers we made to 
that country. Becauſe Ireland refuſed to adopt 
advantage; becauſe that arrangement ſtopt on 
the other fide of the water, merely becauſe it 
that an argument for again preſenting thoſe 
offers ? 


E 2 What 
* Mr. Sheridan, 


(I 0 7 

What arrangement may be proper to be made 
with reſpect to Ireland, muſt depend ſo much 
try, and a number of other reaſons fo uncon- 
nected with the preſent ſubject, that I have the 
beft reaſon for not being able to give that gen- 
tleman an anſwer to his queſtion. | 


"— 
It has been afſerted that no beneficial Treaty 
of Commerce can ever be formed between this 
country and France ; that there is no line of reci- 
procity that can ever be adopted by this country, 
ſo as to make it prudent to form any Treaty 
that would lead to a mutual interchange of com- 
modities. In order to ground this doctrine, it has 
been aſſerted, that the trade with France has 
always been detrimental to this country. They 
alledge, that in thoſe periods in which the com- 
merce has been open between this country and 


France, the balance has been uniformly un- 

favourable to us. The only periods from which 

this concluſion is drawn, are thoſe of a few years 
. | in 
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in the reign of Charles the II. and the ac- 
counts of that period, depending upon ſuch 
facts as were collected at the Treaty of Utrecht. 
Theſe facts have been connected in ſuch a 
manner, as to render this commerce in ap- 
pearance unfavourable to this kingdom. But 
I can with fafety aſſert, that after having 
taken much trouble ro examine into this mat- 
ter, I have found that the accounts collect- 
ed on that occaſion were not ſufficient to 
lead to a judgment on this ſubject. They 
| were taken from the Cuſtom-Houſe books, 
which appear to have been kept very in- 
accurately ; and all that can be deduced from 
them is, that to a certain degree the trade was 
upon the whole more favourable to France than 
to Great Britain. It is ſtated as uniformly un- 
favourable, which is by no means the truth ; for 
in ſome years the balance was conſiderably in our 
fayour. But inftead of our trade being open 
only for a few years, the truth is, that a con- 
ſtant and mutual commerce has been at all 
times carried on betwecn the ſubjects of this 
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country and thoſe of France. The only dif- 
ference is, that this commerce has been car- 
ried on under all the diſadvantages, riſk, and 
expence attending mutual prohibitions and ex- 
a legal mode of exchange, under a juſt and 
equal reciprocity, calculated for the benefit of 
both nations. What danger, what deſtructive 
and fatal conſequences can attend a meaſure, 
which the actual ſtate of things, and the ſituation 
of the two countries has thus preſented, is not 
eaſy to be diſcovered, and certainly not the re- 
reaſon. They are the offspring only of ill- 
grounded apprehenſions and narrow prejudices. 
-—Let us hear no more of them. No more of 
| thoſe fears and gloomy forebodings, contrary to 
common ſenſe and to the intereſt of nations. 
Was it not the opinion of all men, even at that 
period which they refer to, not that the pro- 
_ hibitions were right, but that ſome commerce 


Ts 
might be formed with France beneficial to this 
nation? And at that time party intereſt, and 
ſince a variety of other accidents, have prevented 
any ſyſtem with that Kingdom being perfected. 


But at the period which is Rated as proving 
the diſadvantages of a trade with France, it is 
to be obſerved, that the only articles which 
they had to ſend us, were what we had not ; and 
we had none of thoſe we have at preſent to 
| fend them. At that time we had no hard-ware, 
nor cutlery, nor cottons, and not even any con- 
fiderable quantity of woollens, and none of the 
at preſent ; and while they ſupplied us with 
thoſe articles of produce which we have always 
had occaſion for, it is not to be wondered that 
the balance ſhould appear in their favour. 
And will any man fay, that a reference to paſt 
experience has a parallel to the preſent mo- 


ment, when all our great and leading manufac- 
iures, of which the pre-eminence is eftabliſhed, 


ST 
had no place in the balance againſt their pro- 
ductions? Indeed, a certainty of advantage is 
not to be expected; the liberal and true ground 
is mutual reciprocity; and this is all we ought 
to be deſirous of obtaining; and this is all our 
manufacturers cih expect. 


Beſides this general argument, another is 
taken from a ſuppoſition of interfering with 
have already faid, that we have reſerved the 
advantages of the Methuen Treaty, as far as 
we can ſecure them in point of juſtice and of 
intereſt. We have alſo reſerved to Spain fimilar 
terms with Portugal, in caſe Portugal accedes 
to the propoſitions made to her. And this being 
the caſe, I muſt only recur to what I ſaid be- 
fore, that we have fo avowedly ſuperior a com- 
petition, that no danger can ariſe to any of our 
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The next thing to be conſidered, with regard 
to this Treaty, is its operation 'on the ſtate of 
our revenue. 
«4 

We have no reaſon to apprehend any very con- 
ſiderable reduction of revenue from the articles 
10 be imported frem France into this country, 
under the preſent Treaty. The only articles in 
which any thing of that kind can poſſibly hap- 
pen, is on the duties cn wines and brandies. 
This diminution can amount to no great ſum. 

The decreaſe ariſing from the difference betwixt 
the former duties on French wines, and thoſe 
now propoſed; does not amount to more than 
20,000]. The diminution of duty on Portu- 
gal wines will amount to a greater ſum. If 
that Court, as I have every reafon to hope, 
ſhall agree to conform themſelves to the fpiric 
of the Methuen Treaty, the duty on their 
wines muſt certainly be reduced one third. The 
quantity imported from that country is about 

ten or eleven thouſand tons 2 year, and the 
| F revenue 
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revenue will be reduced about a hundred and 


_  fixty, o a hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds. 


This however is by far the reductionof moſt con- 
ſequence that can take place. The importation of 
brandies is not ſo catily calculated, but upon the 
reduced duty of two ſhillings and ſixpence per 
#1llon, the decreaſe of revenue on brandy import- 
ed from France may amount to about 20, oool. 
The ſmall reduction on rum is not material. 


1 firſt beg leave to ſtate upon this ſubject, that 
if a ſurrender of revenue is made, in order to gain 
great and eſſential commercial advantages, it is 
neither contrary to the policy nor practice of this 
country. And what policy can be fo well ground- 
ed, as that which gives occaſion to extend that very 
commerce, which is the great ſupport of our 
proſperity, by a temporary ſurrender of duties, 
tor benefits which in the end muſt conſiderably 
increaſe the revenue. But in fact, this reve- 
nue which we thus give up, to acquire 
folid advantages, is not oranted out of that gene- 


ral 
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ral ſtock of income, with which we have a right 
to lay our account for a ſupply of the public pur- 
poſes of the kingdom; it is only taken from out 
of that ſuperadded ſource of revenue which would 
have reſulted over and above every national ex- 
penditure, and alſo over and above providing for 
the paying off our incumbrances, according to the 
plan ſettled for that purpoſe by the Act of Parlia- 


ment for reducing the public debt paſſed laſt 


And as this is the true ſtate, that it is not out 
ol our exiſting revenues, but entirely out of a new 


ſource derived to this country, from the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of fraudulent impoſitions upon our revenue, 
and the deſtruction of a pernicious manufacture, 
there certainly can be no objection made to it.— 
If it had been otherwiſe, the policy of this coun- 
try is in favourof the meaſure, andwith the utmoſt 
reaſon. 


F . Under 
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Under cheſe circumſtances, I muſt take it for 
granted, that ſuch a ſurrender of revenue would 
be of itſelf a wiſe meaſure; but in this caſe it is a 
meaſure by which we cannot poſlibly loſe. And 
if what I have further ſtared be true, that the moſt 
fruitful ſource of revenue is to reduce thoſe 
duties which give riſe to clandeſtine traffic, this 
will prove an immediate benefit; and I am very 
confident, that when the effect of the new regula- 
tion with regard to wines fully operates, and the 
diminution of duties on that and other articles 
takes place, the revenue of this country will be 
much ed to what it otherwiſe could have 


Tze duty upon the article of cambric alone will 
amount, by this regulation, to 50, oool. a year, 
which ſum will be added to the revenue of this 
country. „ I have before faid, with 
regard to wines and brandies, and by more atren- 
tion to the POP WIR the laws for the prevention 
of ſmuggling, and better collecting the revenue, 
J have every reaſon to think, that there is 

no 
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no well-grounded apprehenſion for any ſuppoſed 
| vefalention of revenue; and upon the whole, I am 
not too ſanguine in ſuppoſing, that the increaſe of 
duties reſulting from the reduction on wines and = 
brandies, will amount to more than the neceſ- 
fary deduction 1 have ftated. 


| If cken there is no injurious tendeney, neither 
with regard to our manufactures or our reve- 
nue, let us ſee if there are any other arguments. 


But before I touch upon thoſe from which the 
greateſt ſource of objection has been derived, to 
wit, the rołrries of this country, there is a 
particular circumſtance which deſerves to be 
mentioned ; that relating to the petition of the 
manufacturers now on the table. As I ſhould 
with to pay every attention to what theſe gentle- 
men would alledge with regard to this meaſure, 
and as they have not in their petition ſtated the 
reaſons of their prayer for a delay of this Com- 
mittce coming to a reſclution upon the Treaty 

i I ſhall 
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I thall beg leave to read a paper, preſented as the 
Report of their Committee, and which is ſtat- 
ed as the ground upon which they have gone, in 
reſolving to petitionthis Houle. 


This Report is ſtated in the way of doubts and 
quertes wtih regard to the Treaty with France. 


The firſt object of their alarm is ſtated, as ari- 
ſing from a fear, that by the fifth Article of the 
Treaty, adoor would be opencd whereby the law, 
as it now ſtands, might be evaded, and our artiſts 
and manufacturers be conveyed out of the king- 
dom, under the colour of their being ſervants to 
French ſubjects. To any aſſtrion of an opening 
of this nature being left by the Treaty, I dete to 
be underſtood as giving my flat negative. There is 
not the ſmalleſt ground for ſuppoſing any repeal 
of the laws exiſting with regard to this ſubject. — 
They have undoubtedly their full force as much 
a3 if no ſuch Treaty had been made. 


The 
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The ſecond doubt that has ariſen on this head, 
ie, whether a number of laws now in force, with re- 
2 gard to the retaining certain raw materials and 
implements of manufacture in the kingdom, muſt 
not be repealed before the Treaty can be carried 
into execution ?; To this I muſt allo give my 
negative, as there is not the ſmalleſt ground 
for aſſerting, that any tools or utenſils, or any raw 
materials, ſuch as wool or fullers earth, can 
be exported by this Trea:y. 


The next query is, what laws muſt be re- 
pealed, and how many, in order to carry this 
Tre ty into effect? Such 2 queſtion as this muſt 
undoubtedly appear extremely prepoſterou3. In 
the firſt place, it does not appear by what right 
theſe gentlemen think proper to interfere with 
what peculiarly be'cngs to this Houſe z and if 
even this Houſe were to inquire what laws were to 
be repealed, fach an inquiry would rather appear 
unneceffary, as it is very obvious chat the reſolu- 


tio. 
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tions of carrying the Treaty into effect, muſt, 
imply a repeal of all thoſe acts which militate 
againſt the ſpirit of any of the articles ef the 
Treaty. And are we to wait upon this occaſion, 
until they have been able to inform themſelves of 
_ thoſe acts which we may think proper to repeal ? 
And are they not able to judge of the tendency of 
this Treaty without ſuch information? Are they 
not able to judge of tlie ſtipulations, with regard 
to wool, with regard to cotton, with regard to 
hard- ware, contained in the Treaty, without 
counting over Acts of Parliament? What has 
their opinion of the Articles of the Treaty to do 
with the number of Acts of Parliament we are to 
repeal, or the number of parchments we are to 
lay aſide for the very intereſts of thoſe manufac- 
turers themſclves, to whom we are ſo much 
obliged for wiſhing to take the buſineſs of making 
laws out of our hands ? 


The next queſtion is, whether or no the Acts 
of the third of Richard the Third, and the ſecond 
of Henry the Eighth, which hinder an alien from 


* 
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ſetting up x trade any where in this kingdom, are 
to be repcaled? For the retaining theſe ſtatutes, 
they ſeem to be extremely concerned. By theſe 


it is provided, that no alien whatſoever ſhall be 


permitted to fell by retail, or to tab e any leaſe 
of a houſe or ſhop to trade in. T his ſubject of 
unealineſs ſeems to be rather ill timed; for that 


theſe laws are already re pealed is the opinion of 


many of our lawyers; and however that may 
be, it is certain that they are not in force, and 


that they ought to be expunged as a diſgrace to 
this part of our ſtatute book. I am well per- 


ſuaded, that this relaxation is fo much approved 


of. that if there were a queſtion propoſed for the 
reviving theſe laws, there would not be found 


illiberal and abſurd a propoſition : and this is one 
proof, how fit theſe gentlemen are for the taſk 
they have undertaken, of directing and inftruct- 
ing this Houſe in the principles of legiſlation. 


| Thenext apprehenſion of theſe gentlemen relates 
to the Methuen Treaty betwixt this country and 


G Portugal, 


one perſon in the Houſe who would ſupport ſo 
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Portugal, and they deſire to be informed with re- 
| Their fears on this oc ca- 
ſion ſeem to be as grounileſs as on any of the 
others. We have reſerved the power of making 
good all the ſtipulations which this country is 
engaged to perform with regard to Portugal; 
and no reaſon can ariſe from this Treaty 
with Fiance, to occaſion any diſcontinuance of 
our commerce with Portugal. This depends 
only on herſelf, on her thinking proper to adhere 
to the ſpitit of her ancient engag-meats. 


1 


gard to its continuance. 


Much apprehenſion ſeems alſo to have ariſcn 
with regard to the protecting revenue laws, and 
the act of navigation. With regard to the re- 
venue, no difference is made in the protecting 
laws for that purpoſe; and notwithſtanding 
all that has been ſaid about the latter, all that 
is provided is, that the French ſhips which 
are obliged, from diſtreſs, to put into any 
port, or that any goods that are ſkipwrecked 
upon this coaſt, are not to be ſubject to forfeiture. 

The power allo of altering the entries of the maſter 
: of 
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of a ſhip, ſhould he make any error in the dec lara- 
tion of her cargo, is only intended to prevent any 
advantage from bring taken, from an ignorance 
of the language or cuſtoms of the country, where 
| there is no manifeſt appearance of fraud, 
The next queſtion is, what articles of French 
manufacture are now to be allowed to be impor:- 
ed, which were not by the Treaty of Utrecht. I' 
anſwer, that filk was allowed to be imported then 
under a ſmall duty, but is not at preſent even under 
a very high one; but this queſtion is equally 
abſurd with ſome others that I have mentioned. 
Why do they teſort to the Treaty of Utrecht? 
Cannot they ſorm their opinions of this Treaty 
upon its own merits ? If they are afraid that their 
woollens, that their hatd-ware, their cutlety, their 
cottons will be injured, why do they not ſpeak 

out? Woollens were at that period by no means 
ſo conſiderable as at preſent; the other manufac- 
tures, as articles of trade, had hardly any exiſt- 
ence. 


G 2 In 
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In another part they ſay, that no ſtipulations 
are made upon the ſubje& of draw-backs. Indul- 
gences of that kind, it is well known, have been 
. given by every nation for the purpoſe of enabling 
her manufacturers to ſend certain goods to market, 
upon better terms than her neighbours; and ſurely 
you may do this, whether it is for the intereſt of 
„ 
to prevent it. N 


With regard to the internal impoſts in 
France, they have alſo expreſſed their alarm. 
It is provided for by the Treaty, that nothing 
of that kind is to be laid upon the manufactures of 
this country, that is not alſo laid upon their own; 
dut to interfere with any internal regulation which 
France may think proper in this reſpeck, would | 
juſt be as if ſhe ſhould interfere with the tolls and 
impoſts we in this country aſſeſs upon thoſe who 
travel on the turnpike-roads. 


Theſe are the doubts which are to arreſt this 
| Houſe, which ought to check the ſource of open 
ing beneft, and to prevent free diſcuſſion and de- 

termination 
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termination on a queſtion fo important to their own 
intereſts and to the nation, to be as early decided 
as prudence will admit. The fair equality of a 
Commercial Treaty, is, that it ſhould be founded 
upon terms of reciprocity, fo as to give no ſu- 
perior advantage by exiſting duties to the ma- 
nufactures of the one country, over thoſe of the 
other; and the encouragement our manufacturers 
receive, is, that under moderate duties, they have 


A-farther doubt is alſo ſtated, that although our 
competition may have the advantage at preſent, 
this may not continue for ever. With regard to 
this, it is certaialy ſufficient to ſay, that the Treaty 
 iefelf is made only for twelve years, and it is not 
poſſible at this time to ſay, whether it may be pro- 
per for this country to continue it longer, or not; 
and on theſe grounds it is certainly ſufficient for us, 
that the ſuperiority is decidedly in our favour at 
| preſent. The next doubt is, they are afraid of their 
lowering the duties in France on their own manu- 


[ 1 
faftures. This, as I ſaid before, is alſo Ripulated 
by the Treaty to be extended to thoſe manu- 
factures which are to be imported by us. 


The Houſe have now laid before them a fair 
| deduction from thoſe doubts which have given oc- 
caſion to this petition of the manufacturers. It 
appears that any poſſible danger that can ariſe, is 
fully guarded againſt by the Treaty, and you are 
now to judge how far theſe apprehenſions ought 
0 arreſt the determination of this Houſe, and | 
how far they are already removed : tur it ought 
at the ſame time to be fully weighed, that if this 
Treaty is as advantageous as we flatter ourſelves. 
we have proved it, a compliance with the petition 
of theſe manufacturers is againſt the general intereſt 
of this country, and of theſe very people. And 
1 muſt add, that I think 1 have made it appear, 
contradictory in principle, and founded upon 
groundleſs apprehenſions. . 


1 


The next queſtion is that which has been often 
ſtated by thoſe, whoſe eloquence in this Houle is 
ſo great, as to be very important, and likely to 
render any opinion they may pl-aſe to adopt much 
attended to. The ground taken upon this mat- 

ter, is, that this Treaty tends to produce an inter- 
courſe with France, dangerous to the political 

conſequence of this country. 


The firſt argument adduced to prove this, is an 
aſſertion that France is the natural, bitter, and de- 
termined enemy of this nation, and that no- 

thing ſhould be done to remove thoſe animoſities, 
| and to compoſe thoſe jealouſies which have ſo long 
 ſubſiſted berween the people of this country and 
thoſe of France. 


To ſuppoſe that the people of any country are 
ſo framed, as to entertain natural and determined 
hatred and animoſity 2gainft the people of any 
other country ; to ſuppoſe that any nation can be 
uraltera"ly the enemy of another, is, 1 muſt own, 

= a poſi- 
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a poſition which I never can admit. I cannot 
believe that two nations are formed for the purpoſe 
of tearing one another in pieces. Cauſes of hoſti- 
lity may have exiſted between any two kingdoms, 
' which may have led them very frequently to op- 
poſe each other in arms; but I cannot be per- 
ſuaded that any tuo countries are ſo ſituated, = 
that no circumſtances can deſtroy thoſe cauſes. 


I am indecd ſurpriſed to hear gentlemen of ſuch 
enliz':tened minds, defend thoſe ill iberal and ill- 
founded prejudices, which it is to be hoped are al- 
molt every where exploded. Inſtead of the people 
of this country and of France being naturally and 
neceſſarily enemies, the fact is directly the reverſe ; 
for however ambition or ace. dent may have em- 
broiled the two nations, there has always been in 
the individuals a diſpoſition towards friendly inter- 
courſe. France and Great Britain have each of 
them their good qualities, which the other has li- 
berality enough to acknowledge and admire. 


Ialos | 


( $7 3 

I own we have many inſtances of the holtility 
of France; and if any thing is done by this Treaty 
to diminiſh' our ability to reſiſt France, it would 
be a great reaſon for laying it aſide. But I aſk 
' theſe gentlemen, whether we may not carry on a 
beneficial commerce in the time of peace, without 
deftroying our power of going to war, If we 
take meaſures that will diminiſh cur army, and 
chat will prevent the increaſe of our navy, or if 
we take meaſures that tend to deſtroy the ſources 
of our navigation, or by which this country may 
be laid open to the inroads and attacks of France; 
theſe are ſerious and weighty objections: but 
antil ſolid arguments are adduced for this purpoſe, 
I muſt be excuſed from paying much attention 
to thoſe founded merely on declamation. I do 
not mean to ſay, that this meaſure is a pledge of 
perpetual peace, but it tends to put off the ſeaſon 
of hoſtility; which at the ſame time, it enables us 
ſucceſsfully to renew, if we are called upon. 
Much has alſo been faid about the little confi- 
dence that we ought to place in the profeſſions of 
H France, 


1 
France, and about her infidelity in fulfilling her en- 
gage ments. Although a Miniſter of this country, I 
do not heſitate to declare, that implicit faith is 
not to be given at all times to the aſſurances of 
France. But it is my duty to take them for true, 
unleſs I have reaſon to think they are falſe. At 
the ſame time it is but juſtice to declare, that if we 
may judge from the manner, there is reaſon to think 


dis country has, in the courſe of the negociation of 


this meaſure, experienced every degree of openneſs 
and frankneſs on the part of France that we could 
wiſh. But although I do think it is a matter of 
great joy, that we find a diſpoſition to extend the 
duration of the peace between the two kingdoms, 
we are not on that account to leſſen our reſources, 
or negle& the means of our defence; and although 
the duration of the Treaty may be the means of 
continuing this pacific diſpoſition, I place no ſecu- 
rity even upon that. I do not ſuppoſe their own 
intereſt is always a ſecurity. It is not poſſible to 
ſay, whether wild ambition may not lead them 
to break the moſt advantageous Trea'y. Tet I do 
2 
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apprehend, that by promoting the intercourſe, 
many individuals will be intereſted in preſerving 
the peace. And I do not ſuppoſe this to be the 
leaſt advantage in the Treaty, that it enliſts (as 
I may fay) the individuals of that country in 
the intereſts of this and that in a government, 
which, although arbitrary, is as much under 
influence of this kind as any other. 


Much emphaſis, and very high colouring has 

been uſed by gentlemen, in ſpeaking of the 
great power of the French monarchy z and we 
have heard it afferted, that it has been the fa- 
vourite policy of France, and her conftant am- 
bition, to lower this country; and that this 
uniform temper has induced her to take every 
opportunity to embarraſs and diſtreſs this king- 
dom. Her interference in the laſt war is cited as 
an example: and it is afferted, that ſhe is nor like- 
ly to ſtop ſhort here, but to go on till ſhe 


> 


H 2 repre. 


( & ) 


repreſentation is made w.th a view to create 
and ſpreal an apprehenſion of an attack from 
that quarter, I conſeſs it has no ſuch eſſect vpon 
me, and it appears very inad-quate to produce 
any effect alſo upon the nation. The ſituation 
of France, however ſplendid and reſpectable it 
may be, has ncver become ſo in conſequence of 
any ſucceſſes ag inſt this country; and I be- 
lere no Miniſter of France will ever look upon 
the event, or the cunſequences of the laſt war, 


as an encouragement to engage in a new one 
againſt Great Britain. Involved in a moſt ex- 
penſive war, by our own miſconduct, or at 
1:aft by fingular misfortunes, we have diſplayed 
an innate ſtrength and vigour, which diſcovers 
the reſources of this country to be almcft inex- 
hauſtible. Attacked by F:ance, at the head of 

the moſt formidab/e confederacy Europe erer 
| ſaw, aided and aſſiſted by a diviſion of our own 
empire, we have been able to oppoſe fucceſs- 
fully all ſhe could attempt againſt us; and after 
having ſiroggled through difficulties which appear- 
ed 
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ed inſurmountable, we have been able to rai e our 
heads, and to ſhew the world that nothing can 
conquer us, not even our own miſconduct and 
our own diſſentions. 


I think it is a juſt ſource of pride to find, that 
u hile our adverſaries are embarraſſed with the in- 
cumbrances in which their attack upon this country 
has involved them, we ſeem to have gathered 
new ſtrength from our calamities. Our trade 
and commerce flouriſh with redoubled vigour ; | 
and we are not only able to ſupport that enor- 
mous load of debt, which we have been obliged 
to contract, but have already been able to place 
our finances in ſuch a ſituation, as to give us the 
proſpect of being in time relieved from the bur- 
den. And we may well lay, 


Nigræ feraci frondis in Algido, 
Per damna, per cædes, ab ipſo, 


Duzit opes animumque ferro. 
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III in this ſituation a Treaty preſents itſelf to us, 
accompanied with great and obvious advantages, 
why ſhould we be afraid of entering into it from 
any apprehenſions ariſing from the power of 
France? It has been aſſerted, that becauſe the 
Treaty is fra ned upon terms of equal reciprocity, 
and that even at the beſt, no conſidera le advan- 
tage can be derived from it to either ; but that 
whatever benefit would accrue muſt be wholly 
on the ſide of France. Nothing, however, can 
be a greater miſtake. | believe the Government 
of France is well informed, and the Miniſter of 
France will ſee the advantage of giving fair ope- 
ration to the Treaty, from its producing beneficial 
conſequences to that country; but I do not he- 
firate to declare, even ia the face of France, that 
the advantages in this arrangement are more 
on the ſide of Great Brit in. France gains as we 
extend our market for her produce. We gain 
as ſhe extends her market for our manufactures. 
France opens to us a market of above twenty 
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millions. We open to her only a market of 
eight millions. Our manufacturers employ both 
a large capital and a multitude of hands ; and 
according to their increaſe, afford a large ſur- 
plus of productive labour o the country. Their 
articles of produce require few hands, and little 
labour to place them in a ſtate fit for the market. 
We have, therefore, the greater market for that 
which is moſt productive of real ſtrength to the 
nation. The high duty alſo which is laid upon their 
articles of produce, becomes a ſuperior advan- 
tage to our revenue. When we ſend to them our 
manufactures to the amount of a million, France 
adds to its revenue only one hundred thouſand 
pounds; whereas, if they import into this country 
produce to the amo nt of only one hundred thou- 
in revenue. We have heard of the high price of 

labour in this country ; but, in fact, a great part 
of this is the taxes paid to government; and on 
more from the articles of your commerce. How 


( 64 ) 
much lefs will France be benefited by this view 
of the Treaty ? She cannot fend five hundred 
thouſand pounds worth of brandy to this coun- 
try without your receiving more than double 
that ſum in revenue. But although I am not 
afraid of placing in open view the advantages 
of the Treaty to this country, I am far from 
thinking it is not beneficial to France. I think I 
ſee in it a wiſe and juſt policy. By adding to the 
extent of their produce, they give ſcope to 
that induftry which her foil and climate point 
out to her people: but it is a meaſure of wiſ- 
dom only, if they mean peace ; 1 
2 if they mean war. 


This meafure has alſo been repreſented as 
the effect of ſurprize on the part of the 
miniſters of this country. I ſhould be forry 
if it was the effet of ſurprize; it is a mea- 
upon either fide; it is that which reſults 
out of the very nature cf things, and has its 
foundation in the peculiar fituation of the two 

nations. 
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nations. Much has been given to France by 
the bounty of nature—a great part of the ar- 
ticles of her commerce depend upon the ſpon- 
taneous offerings of her foil and her climate 
The greateſt part of ours, on manufactures 
which are not rendered perfect without much 
labour, and paſſing through a a- multitude of 
hands. It is not then ſurprizing, that ſuperior 
advantages ſhould attend this country from fuch 
a commerce. It is not ſurprizing, that what 
ariſes from the induſtry of freemen ſhould be 
be ſuperior to the rude produce of the earth. 


On the whole, there is nothing in this 
Treaty which can prove injurious to the trade 
and manufactures of this country, to the ſtrength 
of our navy and our army, to the political 
power and conſequence of the country. Nei- 
ther is there any thing unjuſt in the negociation— 
the advantages in this part are as great as in any 
other. We ſhall acquire all the benefits which 
an extended market can give us, and preſerve 
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at the ſame time our old connections and ancient 
alliances. And whatever other profits may be found 
in this new ſource of commerce, it bas this 
additional, that it takes away no fource which 
we formerly poſſeſſed. It is a meaſure, in every 
view of it, productive of great advantages, ob- 
tained upon ſafe, eaſy, and cligible terms. We 
have been able to make a Treaty, by giving 
that to France which we could do without any 
difficulty ; and at the ſame time we annihilate a per- 
add to our revenue, and deſtroy monopoly : and 
in return we acquire thoſe advantages which are 
great, and will make this country the greateſt in 
the world. 


I aſk pardon of the Committee for having 
detained them fo long; and ſhall now beg leave 
to move the following Reſolution : 


« That it appears to this Committee to be expedient, 
facture of the European dominions of the French 
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& King, which are not ſpecified in the 6th. Article of 
« the Treaty cf Navigation and Commerce between 
« His Britannic Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian 
« King, figned at Verſailles the 26th of September, 
« 1786, ſhall be imported into this kingdom, on pay- 
« ment of duties as low as any which ſhall be payable 
« on the importation of the like articles from any 
« other European nation.” 


#* Afermnds the queſtion — 


Ayes 118 
Nozs 252 


Then the ma'n q eſt o: put, 


Ayes 248 
Noes 118 


1 11 15. 
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